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thought, casual as it may seem, is the result of some cause,
obscure or manifest j and that, link by link, the chain of causa-
tion reaches back into remote centuries.

In literature, this element of time is of the utmost impor-
tance. Even the most elementary, the most ephemeral form of
communication among men demands a code, a set of conven-
tions, a language, which cannot be created afresh on every
occasion: language is the living past. And by language, let us
repeat that we must understand not merely the plain meaning
of simple words, but their implications, their associations, their
connotations. So, without our being aware of it, language em-
bodies acquired wisdom and acquired unwisdom, preconcep-
tions and prejudices. The man of today is never able to think
and speak in terms of today. He must constantly adjust the
words that he has inherited to the changing conditions. If we
are able to understand this morning's paper, it is because au-
thor and reader have, substantially, the same tradition.

Languages, nationalities, religions, thus exist not merely on
the map, in the spatial world, but also in the historical chart,
in the world of time. All this is evident enough. The conse-
quences which are commonly drawn from this truism are not
invariably quite so convincing.

The traditional or historical spirit is often interpreted as
resistance to change. But this itself is un-historical. Change is
of the very nature of the time-flow: with absolute immobility,
time itself would cease to exist. History tells us that we are
the heirs of our ancestors 5' but it tells us also that we are differ-
ent from them. Change is a fact: the only matter in dispute is
the proper rate of change, in so far as that is under our control.
This is the issue between Toryism and Progressivism: but the
urge to change is as historical, as traditional, as the desire to
retard change. On this point, no one is or can be wholly con-
sistent. A man will be enthusiastic about the sudden progress
of our age in matters of transportation, and combat the modi-
fications in government that this very progress has made pos-
sible and desirable. We have known conservatives, deeply